Travellers In India

wrote: " La Jugement et la bonne foi eclatoient
dans les reats et dans les descriptions de Gau-
tier Shouten. Non setJement les peintures en
son livre sont vives, et les details interessant,
mais il y regne un air de candour et de sagesse,
qui plait autant que la variete de ses aventures."
He was not, however, an educated observer, and
his information consists, mainly, in isolated
pieces of information such as that which he
gives us on the subject of the absence of inns
in Bengal, and the uncomfortable tents and
sheds (" Sarais") which do duty for them. Of
the political condition of Bengal he tells us
little or nothing that is worth a second reading.
His information on places other than Bengal,
such as the Malabar and Coromandel coasts, is
of a similar nature, always interesting, but
seldom important* /

Sir William Hedges and Thomas Bowrey
need not delay us long. Hedges was in Bengal,
in the East India Company's service as an agent,
from 1681 to 1688, and kept a voluminous
diary. It is strictly businesslike and, from the
present point of view, is valuable chiefly as
exhibiting the attitude of a typical local
governor or nabob toward foreign traders.
Presents, on making a petition to Mm, were as
necessary as at the court of the " Great Mogul."
Hedges came into frequent contact with the
nabob of Dacca, and found him rather chary of
granting facilities for trade. The nabob's atti-
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